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Welcome!

As you will see in this issue of our
newsl etter, the
of global relationships has expanded
exponentially over the past year. You
will read here about several new
dialogue centers and organizations
with close ties to the DI in Lebanon,
Azerbaijan, Israel, Congo, and Iraqi
Kurdistan. In most cases, the founders
of these centers are alumni of DI
training events and/or other related
scholarly exchanges. As scholars and
students return to their home
countries, they employ the principles
and practices of dialogue in addressing
the complex challenges of their own
contexts.

This is true as
recent major program & a State
Department funded Study of the U.S.
Institute on Religious Pluralism for
Student Leaders from Indonesia.
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Since returning home in February, these

Di al oenarkable students havetaleeddy ledw e b

interfaith dialogue sessions, participated
in international conferences, and
launched multi -faith student projects. In
late June we will welcome students from
Egypt, Iraq, Lebanon and Saudi Arabia
for the next 5 -week Institute; we
anticipate that their experience here will
help equip them to play a positive
leadership role in building and
sustaining civil society during this criti-
cal time in the Middle East -North Africa
region.

We are pleased to share the excitement
of this vital work and invite your
partnership and support.
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Executive Director, Dialogue Institute

Dialogue Institute Hosts Second

U.S. Institute on Religious Pluralism in America

Between January 8 and February

12, 2011 the Dialogue Institute
hosted twenty undergraduate
students from seventeen different
universities in Indonesia for the
second 0Study of
tuted on Religiou
America.
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The students, who were selected
by U.S. Embassy officials, have
majors in diverse fields.

As part of the five -week-long pro-
t draam, c0-hoSted by thesinterna-
s tioral Qentea foriCentemponary
Education, the students heard
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lectures and engaged in discussions on a
variety of topics addressing the history, the
legal framework, as well as the current
situation of religious pluralism and freedom
of religion in the United States.

In addition, participants visited places of
worship and interacted with representa-
tives of religious communities, non -
governmental organizations and the

In the brief time period between March
3 and 21, 2011, three new institutes
focusing on dialogue were launched in
the Middle East and Central Asia. All
three institutes are linked to the Dia-
l ogue I n Dialogtieu tnidite
Network (DIN) and the visionaries
behind all three endeavors have spent
time previously at the Dialogue Insti-
tute. The official inauguration ceremo-
nies coincided with visits by Leonard
Swidler to each location.

In Baku, Azerbaijan the Institute for
Dialogue Between Religion and
Modernity has been launched, headed
by Prof. Elnura Azizova at Khazar Uni-
versity. Dr. Azizova spent nine months
in 2010 as a Fulbright Fellow at the
Dialogue Institute  studying Interreli-
gious Dialogue and
a Global Et hic. o6

t

United Nations in Philadelphia, New
York City, and Florida.

The aim of the program is to introduce
students to the fundamentals of
democracy and freedom of religion,
and to familiarize them with major
religious traditions, while also
equipping them with skills in leader-
ship and interreligious dialogue.

In the city of Sulaimani in Iraqi Kurdi-

stan, Prof .
launching of the Institute for Memo-
rial and Dialogue . The institute was
initiated by Mr. Huner Rasheed, a stu-
dent at Sulaimani University, who in
summer 2010 was a participant in the
Study of the U.S. Institute on Religious
BiRalisth Mum&isae M 4 State Depart-
ment -sponsored training program held

Dialogue Institute

Study of the U.S. Institute on Religious Pluralism
(continued from Page 1)

The students returned home with
follow -on plans designed to share what
they had learned with others in their
local communities.

To read more, go to:
http://institute.jesdialogue.org/programs
[study of the us instituteson_religious
pluralism/winter 2011/

The Global Impact of the Dialogue Institute:
Middle East and Central Asia

by the Dialogue Institute and the Cen-
ter for Contemporary Education.

The third institute, which was
launched in Beirut, Lebanon, is called
Dialogue for Life and Reconcilia-
tion . It is led by Prof. Ziad Fahed of
Notre Dame University. Dr. Fahed was
a participant in the Fulbright Inter-
faith Community Action Program host-
ed in part by the Dialogue Institute in
2008.

Prof. Swidler held lectures and gave
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tions, in addition to meeting with reli-
gious and political leaders. He also took
part in consultations with university
officials and faculty members to see
how further cooperation between their
institutions and the Dialogue Institute
could be pursued.



