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PREAMBLE 

This declaration is the result of a consultation held on January 11 – 14, 2004 in Stony Point, New 

York, USA. We gathered as people of God coming from churches in Canada, the United States 

and Mexico and also from other regions of the world. We recognize that the countries we come 

from play different roles in the present global context in terms of their economic, political and 

military power. By God’s grace in Christ Jesus we have come together in a community of 

solidarity. In this spirit, we formulated this declaration and we pledge to cooperate ecumenically 

for fair and just trade agreements and an economy that serves life.  

We are representatives of churches 
We are gathered in the name of God, who is revealed to us in the incarnation of Jesus Christ, 

made known to us in Scripture as the creator of the world. The Holy Spirit calls, gathers and 

enlightens the church to serve God’s purposes in redeeming the world.  

We work for just trade because of the justice of God. God’s justice creates and sustains the 

conditions for life. God has made an all-inclusive covenant with all creation. This covenant has 

been sealed by the gift of God’s grace, a gift that is priceless, not for sale in the marketplace. 

What does God require of us? Act justly, love tenderly and walk humbly with your God. Our 

peoples need policies that restore right relationships, preserve responsible communities, shrink 

economic inequalities, and allow space for all of creation to flourish in its diversity.  

We believe and teach that God sustains and offers abundance for all from the bounty of the 

gracious economy of God [oikonomia tou theou]. The economy of God is an economy of life that 

promotes sharing, globalizing solidarity, dignity of persons, forgiveness as well as love and care 

for the integrity of creation. The formal market must serve the greater economy of life. Faith 

compels us to confront the idolatrous assumptions that under gird many current economic 

practices.  

We proclaim the God who hears the cry of the suffering world and who challenges us in love to 

serve our neighbors. The very nature of the body of Christ calls for solidarity with all people and 

with all creation.  

We are gathered with brothers and sisters from churches around the world in the name of God, 

who gives life and calls us to share responsibility for all life.  

As representatives of churches from Mexico, Canada, and the United States 
We are witnesses to the ever-expanding demands of economic globalization and their negative 

impact on our communities and throughout the world. Inequality is growing even while 

technological and other advances have made it possible for a small segment of humanity to 

achieve unprecedented material prosperity. Billions of people are marginalized, oppressed and 



excluded from the economy of life, experiencing poverty, hunger, disease, hopelessness and even 

death.  

In our discussions, we have heard testimonies of 

• how political and military dominance in this time of Empire continues to impoverish 

people and cost lives;  

• how Mexican “people of the corn”, cultivators for thousands of years of diverse varieties 

of seed, now denounce the transgenic contamination of these seeds, that has put their own 

food security at risk;  

• how Indigenous peoples have used international trade tribunals to assert Indigenous 

proprietary rights as a an element to be addressed in international trade law;  

• how corporations “shop the world” for ever lower-cost workers, and in the process 

Canadian, American and Mexican workers continue losing their jobs;  

• how the dramatic drop in milk prices has led to the disappearance of so many family 

dairy farms;  

• how prices and patents control ever more dimensions of life in community.   

Participants from other regions have reminded us of how similar dynamics are also devastating 

their people, communities and the rest of creation.  

We believe that current economic arrangements, international financial institutions and trade and 

investment treaties (e.g. NAFTA) unjustly distort the rules governing trade and investment to the 

advantage of the affluent and powerful. When trade and investment are seen as ends in 

themselves and not as the means to achieve just and sustainable development, our global 

community is reduced to simple exchanges of goods and does not reflect the Biblical vision for 

justice, peace and sustaining the integrity of creation.  

Obligations to make payments on illegitimate debts result in a net drain of wealth from 

impoverished countries to wealthy creditors. Therefore a just and fair trade regime, by itself, is 

not sufficient. We reiterate our Jubilee Call for the cancellation of illegitimate, paralyzing, unjust 

and odious debts. We call for the creation of new economic relations between North and South 

based on the Biblical concept of restorative justice.  

Our worldwide ecumenical commitment to unity in Christ enables and compels us to witness to 

the ever-resilient seeds of hope when justice, human solidarity, and care for creation take 

concrete expression in actions for change initiated by churches, civil society organizations and 

community groups. We are churches who believe that the economy of God includes ethical and 

spiritual principles that offer guidance and direction in the search for the very practical 

alternatives to ensure trade and investment respects the important role of government, advances 

the common good, and serves an economy of life not death.  

PRINCIPLES FOR JUST AND FAIR TRADE AGREEMENTS  



As representatives of churches in Mexico, Canada, and the United States, we declare our 

commitment to the following principles and policies for just and fair trade that serve the needs of 

all our global neighbors:  

1) Trade and Investment Agreements, in order to ensure respect for dignity of all persons, should 

be subordinate to international law and agreements that guarantee universally recognized human 

rights. These include civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights; gender equity; labor 

rights; migrant worker rights; and rights of indigenous peoples.  

2) Trade and Investment Agreements should recognize the inalienable rights of indigenous 

peoples to their traditional territories, resources and indigenous traditional knowledge. 

Indigenous peoples have to give their prior informed consent to any developments that impact 

their traditional territories.  

3) Trade and Investment Agreements must also be subordinated to the goal of sustainable 

development and poverty reduction. This requires consistency among trade, development aid, 

and migration policies as well as dialogue among and inclusion of the relevant policy makers.  

4) Trade and Investment Agreements should include measures to promote and strengthen respect 

for creation with environmental regulations and standards based upon the “precautionary 

principle” that safeguards the interests of future generations.  

Policy Implications 

• Governments and corporations should conduct (local) impact studies and risk 

assessments.  

5) Trade and Investment agreements should recognize and respect national sovereignty and the 

legitimate responsibility of governments to safeguard the well-being of all members of society, 

ensure democratic participation, and exercise public stewardship.  

Policy Implications  

Governments should: 

• preserve the integrity of publicly funded and administered health, education and 

government services;  

• recognize the differential impact of trade and investment treaties on women, men and 

children and require positive measures to offset their adverse effects;  

• recognize and safeguard the unpaid provision of care and nurture (e.g. education, health 

care, nutrition and socialization) and support the necessary social investments to 

strengthen family and community relationships;  

• protect the right of public access to safe drinking water;  

• protect the public interest and environmental integrity in public-private partnerships, 

privatizations, and in leases, contracts and agreements regarding the extraction of 



resources (e.g., mining, petroleum, hydro-electric, forestry, fishing or biological 

resources);  

• reject investor-state dispute settlement mechanisms and prohibitions on performance 

requirements such as those found in Chapter 11 of the North America Free Trade 

Agreement;  

• subordinate patents or trade related intellectual property rights to measures that would 

guarantee access for all to public goods, such as the compulsory licensing of generic 

pharmaceuticals to ensure access to life saving medicines.   

6) Trade and Investment Agreements should support greater human security by building peace 

through governments and international institutions.  

Policy Implications  

Governments should: 

• strengthen the work of multilateral institutions, especially the United Nations; 

• require transparency in priority setting, budgeting, and decision-making by international 

institutions  

• accelerate the control and elimination of the arms trade.   

7) Trade and Investment Agreements should allow for mutually beneficial agricultural trade, 

protect the ability of small producers to survive and thrive, and ensure that subsidies, tariffs and 

non-tariff trade barriers do not harm agricultural producers in small, weaker and less-developed 

States. These agreements must safeguard the ability of governments to protect the interest of 

their people.  

Policy Implications 
Governments should:  

• ensure the right to exclude staple foods (e.g. corn and beans) from trade agreements;  

• safeguard the safety of foods;  

• encourage environmentally safe and sustainable farming practices while respecting the 

needs and important role of local producers and their communities;  

• ensure access to necessary nutritional food, particularly for the poor;  

• regulate agribusiness to ensure that it contributes to the common good;  

• ensure the rights and safety of farm workers and fisher folk;  

• protect biodiversity, indigenous knowledge and traditional communal farming practices;  

• adopt safeguards to protect against import surges;  

• regulate and prohibit the importation of genetically modified organisms (GMOs), 

including food aid, until proven safe.  

  

8) Trade and Investment Agreements should ensure greater corporate social responsibility and 

accountability.  



Policy Implications 
Governments should:  

• provide for effective regulation and compliance to ensure respect for human rights, 

adherence to international labor standards, and practices that safeguard the global 

environmental commons;  

• enforce corporate charter obligations to contribute to the public interest;  

• prohibit the commodification of life forms. 

  

9) Trade and Investment Agreements should be reached through transparent negotiations and 

provide for greater participation by civil society in the negotiation, implementation, and 

monitoring of their performance.  

10) Trade and Investment Agreements should incorporate genuine special and differential 

treatment for small, weaker and less developed states that require long-term special exemptions.  

11) Trade and Investment Agreements must permit the stabilization of agricultural and mineral 

commodity prices at remunerative levels through arrangements, such as supply management 

commodity agreements, in order to reverse the deterioration in terms of trade experienced by 

primary exporters.  

We commend the Fair Trade concept as a good working model of a more equitable system.  

12) Trade and Investment Agreements must respect the sovereign rights of peoples and nations 

to choose a diversity of development paths, including those based on domestic self-reliance 

involving minimal international exchanges.  

A New Heaven and A New Earth 
In God’s gracious economy, there is enough for all to enjoy abundant life if we but share. In 

organizing the global economy, God has entrusted us with a vocation as stewards of the common 

good, serving our neighbors and caring for the earth.  

As people of faith and with great hope, we humbly pray that the God who created and redeemed 

this glorious world will create in us new hearts, filled with love for God and our neighbors. We 

confess our own weaknesses and shortcomings. May we learn how to reside together as members 

of the household of God, justly sharing the bounty of creation, and living with one another in 

harmony and mutual respect. May God’s Spirit guide us into right relations between people and 

the earth, between one community and another. May God grant our leaders inspiration and 

wisdom, so that they might find the true paths on which we can move together to a more 

generous, sustainable and neighborly today and tomorrow.  

 


