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Leonard Swidler and Dialogue
Institute Honored with
Philadelphia Human Rights
Award in Community Service

JES/DI Board Chair Uli Kortsch with Dr. Leonard Swidler at the event

Several board and staff members committed interfaith / intercultur-
of the Dialogue Institute gathered al dialogue. 6

to celebrate at the Awards Cere-
mony and 60th Anniversary Cele-

bration of the Philadelphia Com-

mission on Human Relations on
October 5, 2011. Among the hon-
orees of the Commission that
evening was Leonard Swidler,
who received a Human Rights
Award in Community Service.

The award is an especially mean-
ingful recognition of the work both

Swidler and his colleagues at the
Dialogue Institute have been do-
ing. On the following pages of this
newsletter you can read about
some of the concrete training pro-
grams that the Institute continues

to pioneer and about the global
The Commission selected Swidler partnerships it has been develop-
and the Dialogue Institute for ing. We also invite you to join in
having o0tr ans f-aelgemehd ongaing twork of facilitating

academic research into concrete dialogue: on the last page you can
activities and partnerships by cre- find information on the different

ating a process and place for reli- ways in which you can get in-
gious pluralism and constructive, volved.
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Remembering September 11th 5

JES, NAAES updates 5

Interreligious
Peacemaking
event hosted by
the Dialogue
Institute at Tem-
ple University
on November 9!

For more infor-
mation, go to
Page 3.
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Kurdish Leadership Seminar:
Dialogue, Democracy, and Diversity

1 ""mnr"

The Dialogue Institute led a
group of civic leaders and facul-
ty from lragi Kurdistan in a
unique professional leadership
seminar, October 15 8 29, 2011.
Headed by Dr. Ahmed M. Ah-
med Berzinji, Advisor on Reli-
gious Affairs to Iraqgi President
Jalal Talabani, the delegation
also included Mayors and Pro-
fessors at the Law School at the
University of Sulaimani. DI
Director of Global Education
Dr. Racelle Weiman developed
the program in partnership
with  Mr. Huner Anwer
Rasheed (see Page 4).

While in Philadelphia, the
group Vvisited historic sites, as
well as the National Constitu-
tion Center and the National
Liberty Museum, viewed many
o f t he cityos
rals, and dined at the colonial -
era City Tavern. They met at
City Hall with Criminal, Civil,
and Family Court Judges, and
were hosted for panel presenta-
tions by faculty of the Temple

Members of the delegation with Qubad Talabani, Dr. Racelle
Weiman, Dr. Julia Sheetz -Willard, and JES/DI board mem-
ber Majid Alsayegh at the U.S. Headquarters of the Kurdi-

stan Regional Government in Washington, DC

University Beasley School of Law, and of
the International Studies Department at
the University of Pennsylvania, as well as
civic leaders at the Philadelphia Commis-
sion on Human Relations. In intensive

o usessiona ondHoblocaust, enecide, and Tol-
erance Education, the group worked close-
ly with Rwandan Genocide survivor Eu-
genie Mukeshimana; they also received
training in the principles of dialogue from
Dialogue Institute staff.

Di al ogue

The second week of the program
took place in Washington, DC.
Highlights included visits to the
U.S. Congress and the Supreme
Court, and a day at the U.S.
Holocaust Museum. The delega-
tion met at the State Depart-
ment with high -ranking officials
responsible for US -lraqgi rela-
tions and development, and was
hosted for a luncheon at the
U.S. Headquarters of the Kurdi-
stan Regional Government by
Mr. Qubad Talabani, KRG Rep-
resentative to the U.S. and son
of Iraqgi President Jalal
Talabani. Participants returned
home eager to implement their
learning in the context of their
work as judges, faculty, and gov-
ernment officials.

As well as offering challenging
and stimulating sessions, the
program also served as a fact -
finding mission for the develop-
ment of future cooperative pro-
jects between the DI and lIraqi
Dialogue Institute.

Study of the U.S. Institute for Student Leaders

Religious Pluralism in the United States

Program participants with members of the
Weavertown Amish Mennonite Community

June 25 i July 30, 2011

For the third time in a row, the Dia-
logue Institute hosted a five -week-
long Study of the U.S. Institute on
Religious Pluralism between June
25 and July 30, 2011, together with
the International Center for Con-
temporary Education. With eighteen
participants from universities in
Egypt (5), Lebanon (5), Saudi Ara-
bia (5) and Iraq (3), the program
taught students about U.S. history,

society, and institutions with a
special focus on religious plural-
ism and interfaith dialogue.

The Institute was designed to in-
troduce participants to the key
structures, ideas, and laws that
support democracy and religious
freedom in America, drawing on
the rich historical legacy of the
city of Philadelphia as an ideal
context for such learning.

Il nst
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Hi ghlights of the program included visits to St. Mal achy
man Catholic Church, Quba Mosque, and Beth Am Synagogue,

all in the Philadelphia area. For many of the students it was

their first time to the places of worship of another religion and

to come into conversation with the people worshipping there.

Students also spent a weekend in the homes of American host

families, met with representatives of city, state and federal -

level government, and engaged in conversations with members

of non-governmental organizations working in the fields of in-

terreligious and intercultural dialogue, and social activism.

Students attending initial introduction session

Interreligious Peacemaking
Wednesday, November 9, 2011
held at Temple University

Location:
Afternoon Workshop: Temple University ~ Anderson

Tools for Interreligious Hall 821 ,
. 11th & Berks St., Philadelphia
Peace Building

For further information please

Hands -on training for stu- contact:
dents, activists, Julia Sheetz -Willard, Ph.D.
people of faith jsheetz@temple.edu
2:30 pm & 5:00 pm 215-204-7520

Click here for a campus map in

. . . PDF: Temple University Campus
Evening Public Forum: Map

After the O0OArab Springéo
and Protests in Israel: To-
ward a New Reality
in the Middle East
Engage in dialogue with two

An afternoon and evening will be

dedicated to the topic of Interreli- leading peacemakers
gious Peacemaking on Wednes- in the region
day, November 9, 2011 with the 7:00 pm 8 9:00 pm

participation of Sheikh Ghassan
Manasra (pictured above), direc-
tor of the Islamic Cultural Center

. ; The event is sponsored by the Dia-
in  Nazareth, and Eliyahu

logue Institute at Temple Univer-

McLean (pictured on the right), sity and the Department of Multi-
director of the Jerusalem Peace- faith Studies and Initiatives at

makers. Both sessions are free RRC
and open to the public i come and
attend one or both!
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