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The Gala Celebration
A Day of Honor and Gratitude

Please join friends, colleagues, students, alumni, 
Temple University, and the City of Philadelphia
in honoring

Professor Leonard Swidler
THE MAN AND HIS  WORK

Sunday, April 26, 2009
4:00 p.m. Reception

4:45 p.m. Gala Program

ALTER HALL
Fox School of Business
1801 Liacouras Walk

Temple University, Philadelphia, PA



Three Celebrations
• Leonard Swidler’s 80th birthday

• The 45th Anniversary of the Journal of Ecumenical Studies

• The establishment of the Leonard and Arlene Swidler Chair in Interreligious 
Dialogue at Temple University

LEONARD SWIDLER: THE MAN AND HIS WORK

Leonard Swidler is Professor of Catholic Thought and
Interreligious Dialogue in the Religion Department of Temple
University, where he has taught since 1966. A true pioneer in
the field of dialogue, Prof. Swidler has been a leading figure
in ecumenical and interreligious relations not only in the United
States but also on a global scale. At Temple, and as a visiting
professor at universities around the world—including Graz,
Austria; Tübingen, Germany; Fudan University, Shanghai; and
the University of Malaya, Kuala Lumpur—Prof. Swidler has
mentored a generation of U.S. and international scholars in the
work of interreligious dialogue.

Prof. Swidler has a Licentiate in Sacred Theology from the University of Tübingen and received his
Ph.D. in History from the University of Wisconsin; he also holds honorary doctorates from St.
Norbert’s College and LaSalle University. His more than 70 authored and edited books include
Jewish Christian Muslim Dialogue (1978); Religious Liberty and Human Rights (1986); After
the Absolute: The Dialogical Future of Religious Reflection (1990); A Bridge to Buddhist-Christian
Dialogue (1990); and Jesus Was a Feminist (2007).   

Prof. Swidler is the co-founder (with his wife, Arlene) and editor of the Journal of Ecumenical
Studies (JES), the first peer-reviewed journal in the area of ecumenical and interreligious dialogue.
In 1978 he initiated the International Scholars’ Abrahamic Trialogue (ISAT) as an outreach arm
of the JES. These conferences bring together leading Jewish, Muslim, and Christian scholars for
constructive interreligious dialogue at the invitation of significant public figures such as Prince
El-Hassan Bin-Talaal of the Kingdom of Jordan, and the late President Boris Trajkovski of the
Republic of Macedonia. An expanded array of outreach programs is now carried out by the
Dialogue Institute, of which he is Founder and President.

Prof. Swidler’s vision for the transformative power of interreligious, intercultural dialogue inspired
Pennsylvania businessperson Harry Halloran to endow the Leonard and Arlene Swidler Chair in
Interreligious Dialogue in the College of Liberal Arts at Temple. Halloran, CEO of the American
Refining Group and a former Catholic seminarian, is a strong advocate for religious tolerance
and an innovator in the areas of alternative energy and business ethics. The Swidler Chair will
assure the continued preparation of interreligious scholars and activists for the next generation.









Musicians:
The Women of Tribe 1 include Niyonu D. Spann, founder
and director, with Ingrid Lackey, Deborra Sines Pancoe,
Fredretha Spann, Foluke Bennett, and Sonia Rosen. Through
songs of transformation, poetry, and movement, Tribe1 has
toured the United States and abroad. They are community
activists, conflict resolution consultants, and educators as
well as singers, poets, and drummers. In addition to concerts,
Tribe1 offers workshops on topics such as “Creative Use of
Difference and Conflict.” www.tribe1.org or
www.nivibes.blogspot.com or www.Beyonddiversity101.org

Laura Thomae is a singer, songwriter, and music therapist.
She directs the Creative Arts and Complementary Therapies
program at Keystone Hospice in Wyndmoor, PA. “Alleluia”
was inspired by Laura’s work over the past 17 years with
people of many faiths and the universal power of music to
uplift, connect, and heal. lthomae@aol.com 

Rodney Whittenberg is a musician, composer, filmmaker,
and creative entrepreneur. Melodyvision is his production
company, achieving results through sight and sound.
www.melodyvision.com

Performers
IN GRATITUDE TO THESE PERFORMERS, WHO GAVE THE GIFT OF THEIR TALENTS TO THIS EVENT

Dancers:
Megan Mazarick, Choreographer for World Premiere of “The Seven Stages of
Deep Dialogue,” received her MFA in Dance from Temple University. She is a
resident artist for the Community Education Center’s New Edge Residency Program
and adjunct faculty at Rowan University. www.mazaricknation.com

A native of Puerto Rico, Les Rivera completed 12 years of world touring with the
renowned hip-hop dance company Rennie Harris Pure Movement. Currently he
tours with Clowns without Borders, a nonprofit organization that does free clown
shows all over the world for marginalized children. Les recently returned from
Cairo, Egypt, appearing before Sudanese refugee children.

Intercultural Journeys Ensemble:
Roger Mgrdichian, oud, Adeeb Refela,

violin, Joseph Tayoun, drums, and
Ken Ulansey, alto/soprano sax and clarinet



MY VISION OF LEONARD SWIDLER, THE MAN AND HIS WORKS
Harry Halloran

MY VISION
Leonard Swidler, accompanied by his granddaughter, Willow Swidler  

A CIRCLE OF FAITH BLESSINGS
MUSIC: “Alleluia” 

Buddhist: Bokin Kim; Hindu: Kana Mitra; Jewish: Rabbi Reuven Firestone; Muslim: Khaleel Mohammed;
Protestant: the Rev. Sherri Hausser; Catholic: Father John P. McNamee; Sufi: Sheikh Ghassan Manasra

BLOCK TWO: ECUMENISM
Intra-Christian Dialogue

Elizabeth Mellen

Journal of Ecumenical Studies
Paul Mojzes and Nancy Krody

BLOCK FOUR: FEMINISM
MUSIC: Women of Tribe 1

Arlene Swidler and Women in Religion
Blu Greenberg

Justice for Women in Christianity
Ellen Charry

BLOCK SIX: SCHOLARS’ ABRAHAMIC TRIALOGUE
MUSIC: Intercultural Journeys

Interreligious Dialogue and Pluralism
Paul Knitter

Interreligious Dialogue and Hope
Rabbi Irving Greenberg

BLOCK THREE: CHURCH REFORM
Association for the Rights of Catholics in the Church
Gerard Sloyan

Passion Play Reform
Ingrid Shafer

BLOCK FIVE: INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE
Jewish-Christian Relations
Eugene Fisher

Muslim-Christian Relations
Suleyman Nyang

Jewish-Christian-Muslim Relations
Sani Kirmani 

BLOCK SEVEN: GLOBAL ETHIC
Global Ethics and Civil Society
Carolina Lopez, Mexico

Global Ethics and Economics 
John Dalla Costa, Canada

Program
HOSTS

Julia Sheetz-Willard and Racelle Weiman

PROLOGUE
World Première of a specially commissioned choreographed piece to illustrate Leonard Swidler’s

“Seven Stages of Deep Dialogue”
Megan Mazarick and Les Rivera

WELCOME TO ALTER HALL
Dean M. Moshe Porat, Fox School of Business 

RECOGNITION BY THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA
Lynne Abraham and the Rev. Malcolm T. Byrd 

The Intellectual, Spiritual, and Dialogical Journey of Len Swidler 
presented through Testimonies by Eyewitnesses to History:

SEVEN BUILDING BLOCKS

BLOCK ONE: TEMPLE UNIVERSITY
Greetings from President Ann Weaver Hart and Deputy Provost Richard M. Englert

Representatives of six decades of mentored students:
Rodger Van Allen, Nancy Fuchs-Kreimer, Terry Rey, Mutombo Nkulu N’Sengha, Michael Jones

…and into the future: Graduate Interns Per Faaland, Angela Ilić, Rebecca Mays



Program Participants (in order of appearance)

Racelle R. Weiman, Ph.D.  TUDOR 1995
Executive Director, Dialogue Institute

Julia Sheetz-Willard, Ph.D.  TUDOR 2007
Administrative Coordinator, JES/Dialogue Institute

M. Moshe Porat, Ph.D.
Dean, The Fox School of Business and
Management Laura H. Carnell Professor, Temple
University

Lynne M. Abraham
District Attorney of the City of Philadelphia

Rev. Malcolm T. Byrd
Associate Director, Office of Faith-Based
Initiatives Mayor’s Office, Philadelphia, PA

Richard M. Englert, Ed.D.
Deputy Provost, Temple University, 
Dean, University College

Students mentored by Leonard Swidler,
Temple University Department of Religion
(TUDOR)

Rodger Van Allen, Ph.D. 1973, Villanova, PA
Professor, Theology and Religious Studies, 
Villanova University

Rabbi Nancy Fuchs-Kreimer, Ph.D. 1990
Wyncote, PA
Director, Multifaith Studies and Initiatives
Department, Assoc. Professor, Reconstructionist
Rabbinical College

Terry Rey, Ph.D.  1996, Philadelphia, PA
Chair, Department of Religion, Temple University

Mutombo Nkulu N’Sengha, Ph.D. 2001,
Congo/Northridge, CA
Assistant Professor, Department of Religious
Studies, CSU

Michael S. Jones, Ph.D.  2004, Evington, VA
Assistant Professor of Philosophy and Theology, 
Liberty University
Executive Editor, Journal for the Study of
Religions and Ideologies

Dialogue Institute Interns: Ph.D. Students at
TUDOR
Per Faaland, Angela Ilić, Rebecca Mays

Elizabeth Mellen, New York, NY
Chairperson, Board of Directors, 
Journal of Ecumenical Studies
Past Associate Director, 
Graymoor Ecumenical and Interreligious Institute

Paul Mojzes, Ph.D., Rosemont, PA
Co-editor, Journal of Ecumenical Studies
Past Provost, and Professor of Religious Studies, 
Rosemont College

Nancy Krody, Philadelphia, PA
Managing Editor, Journal of Ecumenical Studies 

Rev. Gerard S. Sloyan, Ph.D., Washington, DC
Professor Emeritus, Department of Religion, 
Temple University
Lecturer at Georgetown University and Catholic
University of America

Ingrid H. Shafer, Ph.D., Chickasha, OK
Professor of Philosophy and Religion and
Mary Jo Ragan Professor of Interdisciplinary Studies,
University of Science and Arts of Oklahoma

Blu Greenberg, New York, NY
Founder, Jewish Orthodox Feminist Alliance

Ellen T. Charry, Ph.D., Princeton, NJ
Margaret W. Harmon Prof. of Historical and
Systematic Theology, Princeton Theological
Seminary
Theology Committee, House of Bishops of the
Episcopal Church 

Eugene J. Fisher, Ph.D., Washington, DC
Assistant Director Emeritus, Secretariat for
Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs
Conference of Catholic Bishops, US 
Former Consultor to the Holy See for Catholic-
Jewish Relations

Sulayman Nyang, Ph.D., Washington, DC
Professor and Chair of the African Studies
Department, Howard University



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Howard A. Cohen, Elizabeth Mellen, Frank P. Toia, Majid Alsayegh, Kristen Golia, Tim Colvin, Lisa Chosed

Dean M. Moshe Porat and The Fox School of Business and Management

STUDENT VOLUNTEERS
Mytha Candria, Maria “Marsha” Kaplun, Ben Link, Peter Margolis, Nicole Melara, Achmad Munjid,

Ahmad Rafiq, Paul B. Savage,  Akhmad Siddiq, Tricia Way, Diana T. Weiss, Jessie Sheetz-Willard

And a very special “Thank You” to Jessica Sitek for all of her work!

In gratitude to Nancy Krody, Managing Editor, who for more than 35 years has maintained
the highest standards of editorial excellence, thus assuring the consistent quality of the Journal
of Ecumenical Studies as a publication of record. Throughout this time, Nancy has been the
gracious public face of JES for countless appreciative authors, reviewers, and subscribers.

Sanaullah Kirmani, Ph.D., Towson, MD
History and Peace Studies, Goucher College
Resident Scholar, Advisor to Muslim Students, 
Towson University

Paul F. Knitter, Ph.D., New York, NY
Paul Tillich Professor of Theology, World
Religions and Culture 
Union Theological Seminary, New York
Emeritus Professor of Theology, Xavier University

Rabbi Irving “Yitz” Greenberg, Ph.D., 
New York, NY
(Ret) President of the Jewish Life Network

Carolina López C., Ph.D., Chihuahua, Mexico
Professor of International Relations, 
Tecnológico de Monterrey
Director, Center for Dialogue & Human Wellbeing
Research Fellow, National University of Malaysia

John Dalla Costa, Toronto, Canada
Founding Director, Centre for Ethical Orientation

Harry Halloran, Villanova, PA
CEO, American Refining Group, Inc.

CIRCLE OF FAITH

Bokin Kim, Ph.D., Glenside, PA
Academic Dean, Won Institute of Graduate Studies

Father John P. McNamee, Philadelphia, PA
Pastor Emeritus, St. Malachy Church

Kana Mitra, Ph.D., Philadelphia, PA
Past Professor, Villanova University and 
La Salle University

Rabbi Reuven Firestone, Ph.D., Los Angeles, CA
Professor of Medieval Jewish and Islamic Studies,
HUC-JIR/Los Angeles 
Senior Fellow of the Center for Religion and Civic
Culture, University of Southern California

Imam Khaleel Mohammed, Ph.D., San Diego, CA
Associate Professor, Department of Religious Studies,
San Diego State University

Rev. Sherri Hausser, Bryn Mawr, PA
Associate Pastor for Adult Education, Outreach and
Worldwide Ministries, Bryn Mawr Presbyterian
Church

Sheikh Ghassan Manasra, Nazareth, Israel
Director, Anwar il-Salaam (Lights of Peace)
Sufi Dialogue Center in Nazareth and Jerusalem



The Rev. Dr. Hans Küng, theologian, author, Emeritus Professor of Ecumenical Theology, University of
Tübingen; President of the Foundation for a Global Ethic (Stiftung Weltethos).



Global and inclusive, the Journal of Ecumenical Studies and the Dialogue Institute 
bridge religious and cultural differences, build sustainable relationships, 

and support interreligious scholarship and initiatives worldwide. 

JOURNAL OF ECUMENICAL STUDIES
Born out of the ecumenical spirit of Vatican II, the peer-reviewed JES began with an emphasis on 

dialogue among diverse Christian traditions. Its focus quickly broadened to Christian-Jewish dialogue and
soon thereafter to interchange among a wide array of religious traditions. For 45 years, JES has helped to
create and nurture an international forum for ecumenical and interreligious research and scholarly exchange.

Please contact Managing Editor Nancy Krody (nkrody@temple.edu, 215-204-7714) in order to:
Submit a manuscript

Subscribe
Write a book review

Send a financial contribution

DIALOGUE INSTITUTE
The Dialogue Institute leads and sustains a movement of interreligious and intercultural dialogue within an
academic setting, on a global scale. It draws its energy from intellectual inquiry, critical thinking, and open

exchange, enjoying its unique position on the urban campus of a secular public university. The Dialogue
Institute works collaboratively with other universities, non-governmental organizations, and the business and
public sectors to build trust and foster knowledge and mutual understanding across lines of religious and

cultural difference. Among Dialogue Institute offerings:

Speakers’ Bureau
Interfaith panels

Speakers on specific faith traditions
Speakers on interreligious dialogue/activism    

Custom-Designed Training in Interreligious Dialogue 
For scholars, teachers, clergy and lay leaders, young adults, community organizers and activists.

Corporate Diversity Training
Programs that deepen awareness of religious/cultural diversity in the workplace, leading to enhanced

employee relations and productivity and greater cultural competence in a global economy. 

Certificate Program in Interreligious Dialogue
A one-year course introducing the key tools and understandings needed to be an interfaith activist, leader, 

or well-informed global citizen.

Interreligious Literacy Project
A resources packet and set of books made available to sites around the world where such materials are limited.

Dialogue Institutes Network (DIN)
New initiatives often arise among those who have participated in DI programs. 

The DIN keeps these “multipliers” informed of each other’s work through personal contact, web interactivity,
and local site visits when requested.

Please contact Dr. Julia Sheetz-Willard (jsheetz@temple.edu, 215-204-7520) for further information.

Or visit our website: 
www.jesdialogue.org

Dialogue
Institute

J O U R N A L  O F

Ecumenical
Studies



Upcoming Events this summer from the 
Dialogue Institute 

April 29-30 Two workshops for the World Affairs Council programs at Bodine High School for 
International Affairs in Philadelphia. The DI once again teams with Intercultural Journeys. 

May 3 At Temple University, in co-sponsorship with the Interfaith Committee for Middle East 
Peace (ICMEP), a one-day public seminar: Two Wise Men from the Holy Land: Rabbi 
Menachem Froman and Sheikh Ghassan Manasra  

July 19-29 Women’s Intercultural Leadership Seminar, a pilot project between the Dialogue Institute 
and Al-Qasemi Academic College of Education, Israel. As a follow-up Fulbright 
Program, twelve Jewish and Arab women from Israel will come to the DI to participate
in a 10-day seminar devoted to capacity-building and the development of collaborative
women’s leadership across cultural and religious lines of differences.

Upcoming traveling lectures and consultations:

May 7 Leonard Swidler lectures for Post-Doctoral Fellows of the Foundation for Interreligious, 
Intercultural Research and Dialogue of the University of Geneva, Switzerland.

May 7 Racelle Weiman lectures at Faith in Human Rights Conference at the Graduate 
Theological Union, University of California, Berkeley, CA. 

May 12,13 Leonard Swidler lectures at the Institut für Sozialethikan der Katholisch-Theologischen 
Fakultät of the University of Vienna, Austria.

June 2 Racelle Weiman and co-sponsoring Al-Qasemi Academy Dean, Dalia Fadila, give a 
presentation at US Embassy, Tel Aviv, Israel.

June 15,16 Racelle Weiman lectures at the School of Divinity, University of Ankara, Turkey.

June 18 Rebecca Mays presents a paper on Interreligious Dialogue and Education at the Friends
Association for Higher Education at Guilford College in Greensboro, North Carolina.

August 30-Sept 2 Leonard Swidler lectures on “Interreligious Dialogue” for US Military Chaplains and 
Brigade Command Teams at military bases in Garmisch, Graf, and Baumholder, Germany.

September 29 Racelle Weiman keynote lecture at Center Stage Program, Tennessee Technological 
University, Cookeville, TN. 

Next International Scholars’ Abrahamic Trialogue
November, 2010 Hong Kong, on the topic of Religion, Ethics, and Business.



Recent resources from JES/DI for interfaith 
scholars, activists, and seekers

A wonderful resource for religious leaders and faith communities, this
volume offers down-to-earth guidance for interreligious dialogue in a
variety of grassroots settings. Leading Jewish, Muslim, and Christian
scholars and activists share their wisdom and stories, discussion
questions, and action suggestions. Great for use by individuals, study
groups, classes, and more.

“[To] enhance understanding . . . requires addressing points of connection as well as points of division
—a complex dance that this remarkable collection helps choreograph.”

Zainab Al-Suwaij, 
Executive Director, American Islamic Congress

$15.00 from Temple University Press, www.temple.edu/tempress/index.html

Leonard Swidler, Khalid Duran, and Reuven Firestone, scholars of
Christianity, Islam, and Judaism respectively, present their faith
traditions and the challenges and possibilities for “trialogue” among
them. Each offers valuable insights into how the beliefs and practices
in his own tradition have evolved through the centuries and suggests
points of connection emerging out of shared Abrahamic roots.
Throughout the text, readers are encouraged to pause for reflection
and/or discussion of the key points presented by the authors. All
three authors are regular participants in the International Scholars’
Abrahamic Trialogue.

“… the book is inviting, thought-provoking yet non-threatening. I would even say, benevolent” 

review in The Global Spiral

$24.95 from Twenty-Third Publications, www.23rdpublications.com



Global and inclusive,
the Journal of Ecumenical Studies and the Dialogue Institute

provide resources; train religious, civic, and academic leaders 
in the skills of critical thinking and respectful dialogue; 

and create networks of support for those doing interreligious scholarship,
dialogue, and social action.  

Dialogue
Institute

J O U R N A L  O F

Ecumenical
Studies

TEMPLE UNIVERSITY
1114 W. Berks Street, Philadelphia, PA 19122-6090  215.204.7520

www.jesdialogue.org

Leonard Swidler, Ph.D., President, JES/DI dialogue@temple.edu
Racelle Weiman, Ph.D., Executive Director, DI   dialogueinstitute@temple.edu

Nancy Krody, Managing Editor, JES nkrody@temple.edu
Julia Sheetz-Willard, Ph.D., Administrative Coordinator, JES/DI jsheetz@temple.edu


